
By Rev. Frank Wyche, Pastor 

It’s still winter, it’s still cold, and spring and summer 

seem a long time away. 

There are signs, however, that winter is on its way 

out. Already the days seem slightly longer, as the time 

of sunset pushes steadily backward during ever so 

slightly lengthening afternoons. 

  And the season of Lent, the time of preparation before 

Easter, begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25. 

It seems hard to believe! Didn’t we just celebrate 

Christmas and New Year’s, and don’t we have more 

months of cold weather ahead? 

Lent is the 40 days (not counting Sundays) before 

Easter. Lent is a season of special devotion to God, in-

cluding increased prayer and acts of charity. (Sundays 

aren’t included in the days of Lent because Sundays, 

which are the Christian Sabbath, should already be 

days of special devotion to God and increased prayers). 

Just as Advent is a season to prepare for Christmas, 

so Lent is a season to prepare for Easter. 

During Advent and Christmas, however, many people 

have parties and celebrations, including family feasts in 
 

But It’s Still Winter Right Now... 
Lent may be approaching, but we’ve still got many 

weeks of winter left! 

If winter weather is ever 

severe enough to make us 

need to cancel church, we will 

notify television station 

WHSV-TV3 in Harrisonburg 

to announce the cancellation. 

Also, in the event that 

church is canceled because of 

severe winter weather, we will 

put a message on the church answering machine, so 

you can call the church office at 885-1648. Ordinarily, 

we would make a decision to cancel church by 9:00 

a.m. 

In any case, please use common sense when we have 

severe winter weather, even if you don’t see an an-

nouncement. Be safe, above all! If your own driveway 

or street or road is hazardous, please do not take any 

foolish or unnecessary risks. 
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Looking Ahead to Lent, the Time of Preparation for Easter 

association with the 

season – Thanksgiving 

dinner, parties before 

Christmas, Christmas 

Eve and Christmas 

Day meals, New 

Year’s Eve and New 

Year’s Day celebra-

tions and meals, and 

others. 

During Lent, how-

ever, the emphasis is 

not upon celebrating and feasting, but rather upon self-

denial and acts of devotion, penance, and charity. 

Lent has been observed by Christians almost since 

the beginning of Christianity. In the early Church (that 

is, in the first several hundred years after the Resurrec-

tion), Lent was a final season of preparation before new 

Christians were baptized and joined the Church. 

When new believers professed faith in Jesus as Lord 

and Savior, they were called “catachumens,” because 

they underwent a period of training about the faith, in-

cluding learning questions and answers that taught the 

basics and essentials of Christianity. (A “catechism” is 

a collection of questions and answers which, taken to-

gether, express a confession of faith about Jesus and the 

Church; so “catachumens” were those learning the faith 

of the Church.) 

The final instructions and explanations were taught 

during Lent, as new believers prepared to join the 

Church by being baptized on Easter Sunday, when they 

would first partake of the Lord’s Supper as full mem-

bers of the Church. 

Fasting, as an act of devotion (giving up food, and 

praying when hunger pangs are felt), was common in 

the first couple of centuries after the Resurrection, but 

usually only for 2 or 3 days immediately before Easter 

and one’s baptism. By about 325 A.D., a 40-day period 

of fasting had become widespread. 

Over the centuries, the 40-day period of preparation 

during Lent came to apply to all Christians as a time of 

preparing for the observance and celebration of Easter, 

and not something only applying to those preparing to  
(Continued on Page 3) 

   Pastor Frank 

Ash Wednesday, on Feb. 25, 
marks the beginning Lent 



Present: Elders Hannah Bush, Martha Sieck, Emerson 

Willard, Michael Fallin, Michael Ruleman, Richard 

Rathburn, Jon Arneson,  Glenn Mader, Fred Smiley, 

Joan Wright; Moderator Rev. Frank Wyche; Clerk of 

Session Alan Mayer 

Guests: Elders-elect Jan Botkin, Lorrie Dean, Frank 

Henderson, Lora Turnage. 

Excused: Elders David Moore, Patsy Shull, Doris 

Smith, Linda Dundas, John Hildebrand  

The Moderator opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m. A 

quorum was declared present. The Moderator offered a 

reading from Psalm 86 followed by prayer. 

Session approved the minutes of the Nov. 20, 2008, 

Stated Meeting as presented. 

Session approved the minutes of the Dec. 7, 2008, 

Congregational Meeting as amended. 

The newly elected officers shared their faith journeys 

with Session and answered the ordination questions 

from the Book of Order. Session voted to conclude and 

approve the examination. Officer training will be 

scheduled early in 2009. 

Session elected Alan L. Mayer as Clerk of Session 

for 2009. 

 Clerk’s Report: A motion passed to issue a certificate 

of transfer for Laura Lee Hewitt to Calvary Baptist 

Church, Staunton, per her request. She will be removed 

from the church inactive roll. 

Session approved a request from Ronda Wagner to 

have a bridal shower for her daughter, Megan, in the 

Fellowship Hall on Saturday, Jan. 17, 2009, from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Session scheduled the 2009 Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation for Sunday, Jan. 25, 2009, to distribute 

the Annual Report for 2008, to inform the congregation 

of the 2009 budget adopted by Session, to elect congre-

gational members of the 2009 Nominating Committee, 

and to act on proposed changes to the pastor’s approve 

Terms of Call. 

The Clerk requested all 2008 committee chairpersons 

to submit their committee summaries as we prepare the 

2008 Annual Report. Summaries should be turned in 

the Clerk as soon after year-end as possible. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Mike Ruleman pre-

sented a detailed Report of Fund Balances as of Dec. 

18, 2008, and a Report of Receipts and Disbursements 

since the last meeting. The negative balance in the 

church General Fund rose slightly from (-$2,148.94) 

last month to (-$2,392.30) this month. Other elements 

of the 2008 budget remain as anticipated year-to-date 

through December. 

Session  voted  to  authorize  the Treasurer to contact a 

member of the Trustees to sign the previously approved 

contract with Taylor and Boody Organbuilders for the 

purchase of a new organ pedal stop. 

The issue of whether or not to publish the names of 

those making memorial donations was discussed at 

length with varying opinions. Session decided to table 

the issue until a review of the minutes can be done to 

determine whether or not any previous Session had for-

mally acted on this issue. 

Old Business 

Organist Search Committee: Session approved the 

committee recommendation to offer the organist job, on 

a one-month trial basis, to C. Ralph Mills of Charlottes-

ville, VA. 

Committee Reports 

Stewardship/Finance/Memorials – No report. 

Worship – No report. 

Cemetery – No report. 

Christian Education: Co-Chair Mike Ruleman re-

ported that over approximately 50 people attended the 

Sunday School Christmas Dinner and the Youth com-

pleted their Christmas shopping for needy families. A 

recommendation that Session allow a Youth representa-

tive to attend Stated Session meetings was approved. 

Commitment/Witness: Chair Martha Sieck presented 

a written report of committee activities. Highlights in-

clude the availability of the 2009 Mission Yearbook, 

various special offerings and a cereal drive for Valley 

Mission. The committee also distributed additional be-

nevolent giving to the following organizations: SA-

CRA, $500; Blue Ridge Food Bank, $500; New Direc-

tions, $300; Valley Mission, $500; and, Augusta Free 

Clinic, $300. 

Scout Representative Mike Fallin informed Session 

that it is time to decide on Hebron’s continuing as the 

chartering organization for our local Scouts for 2009. 

After  discussion  of  the  resolution  of  our concerns for 

(Continued On Page 3)  

Minutes For Regular Session Meeting Held Dec. 18 
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Lent Begins On Feb. 25 
(Continued from Page 1) 

join the Church. 

The three classic practices of Lent, also known as the 

“Lenten disciplines,” are: increased acts of prayer, re-

ligion and spirituality; abstaining from festivities (from 

which we get the practice of “giving up something for 

Lent”); and acts of charity and almsgiving. 

Dec. 18 Session Meeting 
(Continued from Page 2) 

proper Scout leadership and funds management and 

after being introduced to the newly appointed Scout 

Master, Session approved re-chartering the Boy Scout 

Troop and Cub Scout Pack. Fallin also introduced the 

new Troop 122 Troop Leader, Mike Walus. 

Congregational Care – No report. 

Fellowship – No report. 

Personnel – No report. 

Property: Chair Richard Rathburn updated Session on 

the continuing issue of a bill received from Bird’s 

Heating and A/C Inc. in the amount of $10,138.87 for 

work performed in the early fall of 2006 to upgrade the 

church heating system. The committee’s understanding 

of the verbal agreement with Bird’s was that the charge 

for this work would not exceed $3000.00 without au-

thorization from the committee. No bill was received 

until September of 2008, about two years from the time 

the work was done. Repeated calls to Bird’s requesting 

updates on the work and the bill were unanswered. Ses-

sion approved the committee recommendation that 

Hebron issue a check to Bird’s for $3000.00, along 

with a letter of explanation from the Clerk of Session. 

Pastor’s Report: The Pastor reported that home com-

munion after Christ the King Sunday is almost finished. 

He is also working on the two Christmas Eve services 

(4 p.m. and 10 p.m.), five worship bulletins and the 

January newsletter, all to be completed within the next 

week and a half. The Pastor plans to be out of the office 

from Dec. 25 through Jan. 2 (7 days vacation, plus 2 

holidays), returning to work on Saturday, Jan. 3. The 

Lord’s Supper will be celebrated Jan. 4, and new offi-

cers will be ordained and installed on Jan. 11. 

New Business 

The Moderator reviewed and addressed some mis-

takes made by this year’s Nominating Committee. The 

pastor took much of the blame himself for failing to 

adequately oversee its work. He said that in making 

sure the pastor did not exert undue or disproportionate 

influence on the committee, he had inadvertently been 

negligent in his responsibilities for oversight, and he  

 

Happy 
Birthday 
To All! 
 February birthdays are: 

 
 

Moffet Shiflet              16 

Charlotte Lovegrove  17 

Shara Shiflet   18 

Vicki Drumheller  22 

Ryan Shiflet   23 

Wil Shiflet   23 

Philip Sieck   25 

Richie Moyer   27 

Glenn Mader   28 
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Congratulations to: 

  Dallas and Louise Keyser who will be married 

63 years on Feb. 9; and to, 

  Moffet and Shara Shiflet who will be married 58 

years on Feb. 17. 

  Reminder:  If you have been omitted from our birth-

day list or know of someone who should be included, 

please call the church at 886-1648 with the informa-

tion as we don’t want to miss anyone. 

 

assured the Session that he would not allow this to 

happen in the future. He also emphasized that the 

oversights and errors had been discovered, addressed, 

and corrected, and that the Nominating Committee had 

properly performed all of its tasks before the election 

of elders on Dec. 7, 2008. It was also noted by several 

elders that even with the issues involving the work of 

the committee, an excellent group of new elders had 

been elected to serve in the Class of 2011. 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday, Jan. 15, 2009, at 7 p.m.    
 

Joys and Concerns: The blessings and prayer con-

cerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were 

shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and 

individual prayer. Thanks were also offered to the out-

going class of elders: Hannah Bush, Linda Dundas, 

Patsy Shull, Martha Sieck, Doris Smith, and Emerson 

Willard. 
 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the mod-

erator at 9:50 p.m. 

Frank Kirtley     1 

Henley Predmore Shull  1 

Jeff Simmons     1 

D. W. Cash     2 

Tommy Cook     2 

Martha Sieck     4 

Jon Arneson     5 

Guy Smiley     7 

Cory Cline     8 

Jennifer Sieck     8 

Donna Kirtley   11 

Glenn Kennedy  12 

Ruth Rathburn   12 

Katlyn Botkin   13 

Billy Drumheller  15 



99 Years of Scouting 
By Mike Fallin 

Feb. 10 marks 99 years of 

Scouting in America. 

That was the date Congress 

chartered Scouting. Scouting is 

one of many organizations in 

America that receive a Con-

gressional charter. Others are 

the American Red Cross and the Smithsonian Institu-

tion. Each year, Scouting renews its charter with Heb-

ron. Both agree to do certain functions to maintain the 

quality and spirit of Scouting. 

Hebron agrees to: conduct the Scouting program ac-

cording to its own policies and guidelines, as well as 

those of the Boy Scouts of America; provide adequate 

facilities for the Scouting units to meet on a regular 

schedule with time and place reserved; and encourage 

the units to participate in outdoor experiences. 

Scouting is carried out through the Stonewall Jackson 

Area Council, Valley District. It offers year-round 

training, service, and program resources to the organi-

zation and its units. It provides primary general liability 

insurance to cover the chartered organization, session, 

scouting liaison, and scout volunteer leaders, and boys 

registered with the council and in the conduct of scout-

ing purposes. 

All of this will be celebrated on Scout Sunday, Feb. 

1. Charles Carpenter, Chaplain at Camp Shenandoah 

and Scouting liaison for the Virginia Conference of the 

United Methodist Church, will be our speaker. On Feb. 

7, Hebron Pack 122 will have a Pinewood Derby in the 

morning, starting at 9 a.m, and followed by a Blue and 

Gold Banquet where awards and the Friends of Scout-

ing presentation is made. Scouting is looking forward 

to a very active year. Watch the newsletter for more 

about these activities. 

For more information, or to volunteer, contact Mike 

Fallin, Hebron Scouts Charter Representative, or visit 

online at (http://www.hebronpc.com/Scouts.cfm). 

Cemetery Tour Being Planned; 

Updated Information Wanted 
With our beautifully cleaned headstones in the old 

cemetery, it reminds us of Hebron’s rich history. We 

want to learn more about the lives of the people buried 

there. We are compiling information about the people 

and ask you to join us in this effort. If you have family 

buried there or if you know information about any of 

the people,  please share it with us. 

 Our session has approved a walking tour during the 

fall of 2009. We want the tour to be informative and 

enjoyable. Please contact: Robbie Brown, Jean Miller,  

Presbyterian Women’s News 
At the January Circle meeting, notes of appreciation 

from the Hebron shut-ins and charitable organizations 

were acknowledged and later 

posted on the bulletin board 

across from the library. 

E. Anne Willard reported 

that she had purchased two 

Christmas trees at 75% off for 

the ladies to decorate for the 

2009 Festival of Trees project sponsored by Hospice. 

The ladies agreed to decorate one of the trees with 

homemade mittens to be made by the ladies. It is hoped 

all of the Hebron ladies and friends who knit or crochet 

will help with this project. Please contact E. Anne, 

Shirley Shomo or Jean Miller for more information.  

Suggestions of how to decorate the second tree will be 

welcomed! 

The ladies voted to serve a light supper to the High-

land-Augusta Mission Committee who will meet at 

Hebron April 30. More details later. 

The ladies learned that we had $1,142.16 earned by 

the ladies serving lunch at The Meating Place, from the 

Evening of Comfort and Joy, III, and our share of Miss 

Minerva Fund that was divided as follows: 

SACRA $236.45, Verona Food Pantry $236.44, 

Kingsway Help Center $236.44, Valley Mission 

$236.44 and Salvation Army $196.41 needed to added 

to the $803.59 collected by the bell ringers from Heb-

ron, including men, women and youth, to make a total 

of $1,000.00. 

Jean Miller led us in a very inspirational Bible study. 

Sweetheart Dinner 

Set For Feb. 14 
The Men of the Church will 

host a "Sweetheart Dinner" on 

Saturday, Feb. 14, at 6:30 p.m.  The cost is $10 per per-

son, but the Men of the Church will pay for any single 

(single, separated, divorced, widowed) women.  The 

meal will be catered and served by members of the 

Beverley Manor Elementary School Relay for Life 

Team with proceeds from the meal to benefit Relay for 

Life for the fight against cancer.  Plans are under way 

to provide entertainment during the meal.  Please come 

out to support this very worthwhile cause.  A sign-up 

sheet is posted on the bulletin board outside the secre-

tary's office. 
 

JoAnn Waller, Jim Crawford or Billie Jean Banks and 

share what you know.  Better yet, join us in working on 

the tour. We will have fun as well as learn about Heb-

ron’s history. 
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HEBRON HERALD 
 

Hebron Presbyterian Church  

423 Hebron Road, Staunton, VA 24401 
 

Church Office: (540) 885-1648 

Church FAX: (540) 885-9512 

E-mail: hebronchurch@msn.com 

Website: www.hebronpc.com  
  

Rev. Frank H. Wyche, Pastor 

Ministries available to all ages 

Sunday Services: 

     Sunday School 9:55 a.m. 

     Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. 

     Evening Bible Study, 7:00 p.m. 

Arneson, Glenn Mader, 

Jeff Simmons, Fred 

Smiley, and Joan 

Wright (who rotate off 

after 2010). 

Please volunteer to 

assist our permanent 

committees in carrying 

out the mission and 

ministry of Hebron 

Presbyterian Church. 

Sign-up sheets are posted outside the Choir Room. 

The permanent committees of the Session, and the eld-

ers working with them for 2009, are: Cemetery, Larry 

Mayer; Christian Education, Lora Turnage; Commit-

ment/Witness, Mike Fallin, Lorrie Dean; Congrega-

tional Ministries, Fred Smiley, Jon Arneson, Glenn 

Mader; Fellowship and Service, Joan Wright; Person-

nel, Jeff Simmons, David Moore; Property, Richard 

Rathburn, Frank Henderson; Stewardship/Finance/

Memorial, Mike Ruleman; Worship, Jan Botkin, John 

Hildebrand. 

Hebron Presbyterian Church 
Established 1746 

Newly elected elders Jan Botkin, Lorrie Dean, Frank 

Henderson, Larry Mayer, and Lora Turnage were in-

stalled as active members of the Session on Sunday, 

Jan. 11, during morning worship. Botkin, Dean, Hen-

derson and Turnage were ordained and installed, while 

Mayer, having been previously ordained, was installed. 

Special thanks go to outgoing elders Hannah Bush, 

Linda Dundas, Patsy Shull, Doris Smith, Martie Sieck, 

and Emerson Willard, whose terms expired in 2008. 

Elders remaining on the Session are Mike Fallin, 

John Hildebrand, David Moore, Richard Rathburn, and 

Mike   Ruleman   (who   rotate   off after 2009);   and  Jon 
 

PEP Club Will Meet On Feb. 25 
Please mark on your calendars Feb. 25 at 1 p.m. for 

the next PEP (People Enjoying People) Club meeting. 

The PEP Club meets on the last Wednesday of each 

month, January through October, for a time of food and 

fellowship, with a monthly program of information 

and/or entertainment. 

We always have plenty of food, so come join us, even 

if you can’t bring a dish. Everyone is invited. 

New Elders Installed; Session Committees Named 

Join with others as our 
ministry teams carry out 

the work and worship 
of Hebron Church 

mailto:hebronchurch@msn.com

